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May good luck pursue you
each morning and night
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PDK Membership
by Chapter
(as of October 1, 2016)

Gamma Theta			151
Beta Nu			
46
Florida Mu			
14
Zeta Eta			
28
Alpha			
11
Mississippi Alpha		
128
Gamma Lambda		
103
Lambda			 47
Delta Nu			
39
Florida Alpha-Lambda
43
Beta Beta			
9
Florida Nu			
55
Beta Eta			244

Notice from
Jim Byrd

Chairman
National Board of Trustees

Phi Delta Kappa Foundation
This year has gone by so fast, it is already March.
It is only two and half months until foundation reviews the applications for the National Scholarship.
They are again due by May 15, 2017.
If you do not have a copy of the scholarship, ask your
chapter secretary for a copy which is in the folder that
was given to all chapters a few years ago.
You may also email me at jamesmyers00@comcast.
net and I will email you a copy back. You may call me
at 765-455-3110 and I will mail you a copy.
Jim Byrd
Beta Eta
Chairman National Board of Trustees

TOTAL			918

Circle of Excellence
Award
Circle of Excellence Award applications
should now be submitted to:

Ed Nault
National Sergeant at Arms
4291 Wilkinson Drive
Lake Worth, FL 33466
ednault@phideltakappa.org
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elcome from Mississippi Alpha, the Hospitality Chapter!

Mississippi Alpha and I wish to thank all the current and former chapter and National sweethearts
for their dedication and devotion to our great fraternity. Hoping everyone had a great time on their
special day! I hope to see our National Sweetheart
Jacki and PNP Chris Parks at the new River Ranch
later this month. Mississippi Alpha new sweetheart
will be Charlotte Smith wife of our Sergeant of Arms
Scott Smith two great members! Thank you, Carolyn
Jones, for a wonderful year Congratulations to all
our new Sweetheart’s!
Mississippi Alpha is gearing up for a great 111th National Convention on July 19-22 2017. A block of hotel rooms is available at Holiday Inn of Meridian 100
N. Frontage Road Meridian, MS 39301, Phone 601693-0160 more information will be forthcoming as
soon as possible!
I am often asked how does the PDK SEC National 2020 Raffle work!
•

National President’s Message

W

20/20 Raffle is $20.00 for 20 drawings. There
are 17 weekly drawings and 3 money drawings
during convention.
• The weekly drawings are one $50.00 and one
for $20.00.
• The drawings during convention are 1st
$599.00, 2nd $300.00, and 3rd $100.00.
• After every drawing the winning number is I would like to thank the Beta Eta Degree Team
placed back into the box for a chance to win for traveling to Kokomo Beta Nu to perform an
initiation for John Smith father of Bruce Smith
again.
our own National Master of Ceremonies. It must
have been a proud moment and a great honor to
When buying tickets:
for Bruce, now if Bruce could get him to run for
outer guard! I wish all chapters could round up
$20.00 = 1 ticket
a worthy member to run for outer guard in July.
$40.00 = 2 tickets + 1 bonus tickets =3 tickets
$100.00 = 5 tickets + 5 bonus tickets = 10 tickets
Any member can submit a letter for the magazine
by emailing it to ggtaylor@fsu.edu let everyone
For every 10 actual tickets bought from members know what your chapter is doing!
their chapter will receive 1 bonus ticket.
March brings in daylight savings time on the 12th
See any National officer for tickets, tickets will be of March, 17 of March brings in St. Patrick’s Day
available at River Ranch and Spring SEC.
and on the 20th of March the day we have all been
waiting for the first day of Spring.
I ask that all chapter coordinators look at the chapter
directory printed in the current newsletter make sure I wish to thank all the chapters for the charity
it’s accurate for your chapter. Its important to have work they do for their community, it what makes
current mailing addresses and a good GPS address. us all proud to be Phi delt’s.Always working for
Phone numbers and point of contact, communica- the betterment of our great Fraternity! Rememtion is always important.
ber If it is to be, it is up to me. God Bless America!
Membership is very important for our continued
success, many have said if everyone got one new person involved what a difference it would make!

Greg Trombly MS Alpha
president@phideltakappa.org
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The S.E.C. Speaks
National Master of Ceremonies

masterofceremonies@phideltakappa.org

Bruce Smith
What’s Up?
Hello brothers and sweethearts!
Well the boat did not sink on our cruise. I kept thinking
to myself, how much fun would this be with 20 to 50 Phi
Delta Kappa couples! The free adult beverages are a big
bonus. The amount of time to just sit and shoot the bull
while the sun shines down from above would be priceless.
No dishes or responsibility for food or entertainment that
any specific Chapter House would have to worry about
would be a definite plus. Something to think about brothers!
I don’t want you to think that Sarah was not enough company for me. She definitely is my best friend and we had a
great time on the cruise. It was a bit dicey at the beginning
of the trip. The hiccup at the start of the trip had to do with
that mentally unstable former military guy who shot up
the Fort Lauderdale airport before we got on our airplane
to head there. The airport was closed shortly after that and
we had to find other accommodations to get to south Florida. We found American Airlines was more than happy to
help us get to Miami (at quite a cost). We made it to our
destination and were not in the chaos at Fort Lauderdale.
Spring is almost here in Indiana. I have stated many times
before that I love the change of seasons. Spring is a great
change because baseball season fires back up. The days
get more sunshine and the temperatures elevate a bit. The
amount of time spent outside increases a bunch. My mom
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used to tell my brother and I to “go outside and get the stink
blown off of you”. I don’t know if we smelled any better when
we came back in the house but I really don’t think that was the
point. I think the point was to go and do something other than
just sit around like bumps on a log.
Our membership in PDK is kind of like that. Get involved and
get the stink blown off of you. Get engaged, get involved, go
participate in or lead an activity you would enjoy doing and
that you think others may enjoy too. Make some memories
with your brothers!
We are looking forward the SEC meeting at Florida Nu. Their
hospitality is always top notch and I anticipate all the conversations with my Florida brothers and my SEC cohorts. Please
come if you can and let us know what and where we need to
place our attention. The red coats work for YOU!
Remember to get into the 20/20 drawing and help the SEC
with travel expenses. Our goal is to hopefully have enough left
over to donate to St. Jude’s again this year. I think we will easily
do that. Your help is appreciated and heck you might even win
some cash back!
				
Hope to see everybody,
soon.

Proud to be a Phi Delta Kappa!
Bruce Smith

National Auditor

auditor@phideltakappa.org
Ed Nault
Dear Phi Delts,

National Sergeant at Arms

sergeantatarms@phideltakappa.org
Todd Gullett
Hello Brothers and Sisters,

May you all be well.
I’m sitting here trying to figure out what I am going to write about
this month. Just as Chris Park told me this point would come,
when the ideas for Articles get harder and harder to come by, it
happened. So here goes for this month!
Florida Nu held our Officers Installation Dinner in January. Proud
to say that Mary Pecora is our newest Chapter Sweetheart. Congratulations, Mary! The dinner, put on by hosts Kelly and Chapter
President Joe Lamerson, was excellent.
Thanks to those who decorated, cooked, served and everything else
that was involved in making this a night of true Phi Delta Kappa
tradition! Also receiving recognition was Brother Richard Travarca
for exemplary service to his Chapter, and FL-NU’s Phi Delt of the
Year went to Brother Sal Pecora. All well deserved.
FL-NU will be hosting the SEC and Southern District Meeting
April 21st and April 22nd. There are a lot of things in the works to
make out guests’ visit enjoyable. Be here early Friday, the 21st, and
join us for a beach party to be held at Boynton Beach Inlet Park.
BBQ, swimming and it’s been at least a week since the last shark
attack (just kidding).
Recently celebrated another birthday, and as one of my treats, I’m
meeting up with a lifelong friend out at Lake Okeechobee to do
some airboating. The first time I went on an airboat, it was with
this same friend, but we were teenagers at the time and forty-five
years later, we are still enjoying it. Remember Phi Delts, one of
life’s greatest rewards is the friendships that adorn it – be it a good
friend or be it a good Brother!
Early bird 20/20 Drawings were held 12/14/16 and the winners
were $50/Brother Dan Glover and $20/ FL NU Chapter House, and
1/11/17 and the winners were $50/Brother Doug Leach and $20/
Brother Steve Keiser. Congratulations!! Seventeen weekly drawings
begin in mid-March through Convention. The SEC thanks everyone for your support!

Here at Beta Eta we continue to support our National Endeavor,
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. We have raise money through various functions and the Chapter has matched those funds. Every
other Friday we have a meal and the proceeds go to St. Jude’s.
Thanks to those who have donated their time and money to put
these meals on and to feed our members. We also have a Bucket
on the bar which is another way to raise some money. The other
chapters need to do get something together to support the National Charity.
Beta Eta had our National Sweetheart Dinner and Dance last
month. Brother Scott Dull and his help did a great job on the
Prime Rib Dinner. Following the meal we had our Chapter Sweetheart and King crowning. Congratulations to this years Queen,
Meri Woolf, and to the King John Woolf.
After the recognizing of past kings and queens, we had the pleasure to listen to The Sean Lamb Band. This band is one of the best
bands around and it was our honor to have them play again!
Christina and I look forward to traveling to Florida for Southern
District on April 21st. This should be a great time to hang with
our Southern Brothers and Sisters. We are ready to get somewhere
that the weather doesn’t go from 65 to 25 in 1 day. This Indiana
weather is crazy. You can be riding a motorcycle one day and a
snowmobile the next.

Visit your local Chapter,
Todd Gullett

Adios my friends,
Ed Nault
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National Inner Guard

innerguard@phideltakappa.org

National
Outer
Guard
outerguard@phideltakappa.org

Doug Leach

Butch Rhonemus

Two months already gone in 2017!

Dear Brothers and Sweethearts,

March is always a good month, you know warmer weather is
approaching and the cold, snowy days of January and February are behind us. College basketball is always a fun time at
the Chapters, the drinks seem to go down easier and faster as
you watch your favorite team or in some cases the team you
bet on! It’s a good way to enjoy a weekend and make some
money for your Chapter.

It is mid February in Indiana and I was wearing shorts
and a sleeveless t shirt today. It was sunny and the high
temperature reached 65 degrees and the 7 day forecast
call for more of the same. We are sure not used to having weather like this in Indiana this time of the year.
Spring is around the corner and hopefully will be here
sooner than later.

Hope every Chapter enjoyed their Sweetheart or Anniversary Dances last month. Ladies, hope you all were treated with
a little extra attention and appreciation for what you do for
your Chapter. Jan and I missed going down to River Ranch
this year, I’m sure it was a great time and hopefully next year
we will be able to attend. We will be in Florida next month
for the Spring SEC and plan on spending a week and attending Florida Nu & MU Chapters for a meeting.
Time really flies by these days, I mentioned what has happened so far this year and if you don’t plan ahead you are
going to miss these wonderful times our Fraternity has to
offer. Not only the Spring SEC in Florida, but you have the
Chapter Chase in Indiana in May, a great weekend to visit
Chapters like Peru, Plymouth, LaPorte, Michigan City and
see Wabash and Marion as well to wrap up the weekend.
This event, thanks to PNP Jeff Woolf, is one of the best 2 day
events you will have. Make plans now to attend. My house
is always open to anyone that wants to stay and save a little
money on hotels. After that is off to Mississippi for the National Convention and a good time for all, the members and
sweethearts down there really put on a show. So again, start
making plans to attend these events and I can guarantee that
you will not be disappointed. It is a great way to meet new
members and see how other Chapters are doing. Hope to see
you all soon.

We attended the Beta Eta Sweetheart Dance last weekend and enjoyed a fantastic prime rib dinner prepared
by Scott Dull. Scott has been cooking the Sweetheart
Dinner for at least 20 years. Each year he threatens that
it will be his last but he keeps coming back to cook.
Hopefully he trains someone to take his place before
he retires. The dinner was attended by local and out
of town guests with many PNPs, PNSs and current national officers in attendance, including our current National Sweetheart Jackie Parks. Beta Eta crowned Meri
Wolfe as chapter sweetheart and presented her with a
bouquet of red roses and a charm bracelet. Meri is the
current president of the Beta Eta Ladies Club and was a
big help at last years National Convention. The Ladies
Club crowned John Wolfe as the Chapter King. John
received a crown and a bag of goodies, including a bottle
of his favorite whiskey. Pretty sure this is the first time
that the King and Sweetheart have been married!!!!
We are looking forward to traveling to Florida in April
for the Southern District. It will be the first time that my
wife and I have had the opportunity to travel to Florida.
The trip coincides with our 20th wedding anniversary so
we are going to take a few extra days to enjoy ourselves.
Can’t wait to just lay on the beach with a cold drink in
my hand.

Don’t sit idle and do nothing as life passes by, get involved!
Pitchers and catchers report this week....baseball season
Doug Leach
will be here before we know it.
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Hug a brother and kiss a sweetheart,
Butch Rhonemus

Appreciation

by Tomas Ferrales

It is the start of a new year. That means many things
to many people. As part of this great organization we
are part off, it means taking the time to reflect on the
accomplishments of the past year and to look forward
with enthusiasm to the future.
Part of reflecting upon the past should involve taking
notice of the Brothers who have worked diligently to
ensure that OUR Chapter’s interest are being looked
after properly.This is why Brothers who have the privilege of being in the different committees should take
it to heart and consider it for what it really is, the opportunity to show the others your LOVE,STRENGTH
and NOBILITY.
Another group that each and every one of us should
be gratefull for are our Sweethearts ( Significant others). They are in many cases the ones who assist or often times take the lead in the preparation for the many
events and activities that take place during the year.

Often, we as members forget that many of the
functions in the Chapters are accomplished
by our Sweethearts. I know for a fact that our
Chapter, the Florida Nu would be in a difficult
spot were it not for ALL the Sweethearts that
perform so many of the tasks.
Show them OUR appreciation by our actions,
thank them personally and if Our better half
is one of these ladies, take the time to give a
gift or take her to dinner or simply share some
kind words.This will go a long way to showing
our sweethearts by OUR actions that we truly
understand and appreciate ALL that they do
for the Chapters and for us individually.

PDK Chapter Happenings!
Southern District will be held on April 21st and 22nd by Florida Nu at the Courtyard
Marriott in Boynton Beach.
The room rate is $99.00 and you must RSVP by March 21 to receive this rate.
You may contact the hotel at 1-877-550-3841 and use the group name Phi Delta Kappa.
Location:
		

Courtyard Marriott1601 Congress Ave, Boynton Beach, FL 33426, USA

This information is also located in Calendar on the PhiDeltaKappa.org website
http://phideltakappa.org/calendar.html.
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2017 Southern District T-Shirts

Short Sleeve - $15.00
Long Sleeve 30 SPF Polyester Fishing Shirt - $20.00
For 2X, add $2.00
For 3X, add $3.00
For 4X, add $4.00
To Order: Contact Sal Pecora at bugmansal63@gmail.com
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Convention 2017
Mississippi Alpha Chapter invites you to attend the 111th
National Convention of the Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity July 19-22, 2017. Events will be held at the Chapter
House and at the Holiday Inn Meridian. It’s been awhile
since we’ve hosted the National Convention, but you can
bet your sweet as….ah rear end that we’re planning a big
time for all.

Registration will begin Wednesday, July 19 at 3:00 pm. You’re invited to join us that evening
at the Chapter House and in the Hospitality Suite. Thursday night we’ll treat you to some
real Mississippi cuisine—catfish and BBQ. Golfing will be available Friday along with “fun &
games” at the Chapter House. The Ladies are planning a great luncheon and other activities
for our sweethearts. On Friday and Saturday nights we’ll have a great time at the hotel for our
President’s Ball and Awards Banquet. And as always, the hospitality will be flowing.
Enclosed is a registration form and a form for ads in the convention program book. Please
make copies and share with the members. Also, don’t forget to help with the Hospitality Suite
by sending your check for $300.00.

We look forward to seeing you
and showing you some real
M ississippi style hospitality!
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PHI DELTA KAPPA FRATERNITY
111TH NATIONAL CONVENTION
Mississippi Alpha Chapter
Meridian, Mississippi
July 19th – 22nd 2017

REGISTRATION
STEP 1: Registrant Information

STEP 4: Meeting Registration

Name _____________________________________________
Chapter ___________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________
City ________________________ State ___ Zip _________

4A Postmarked before June 29th
___ Member and Spouse
___ Member only
___ Additional Guest – total _____
Registration Subtotal

140.00
75.00
75.00

4B Postmarked after June 29th

Phone ________________________

________

___ Member and Spouse
160.00
___ Member only
85.00
___ Additional Guest – total _____
85.00
4 Registration Subtotal
__________

Email ____________________________________
___ this is my first convention

STEP 2: Badge Information
Badge Name _______________________________________

STEP 5: Optional Events and Additional Tickets

National or Chapter Office ____________________________

___ Ladies Luncheon

25.00

__________

___ PNP

___ Thursday BBQ*

15.00

__________

___ President’s Ball*

15.00

__________

___ Awards Banquet*

30.00

__________

STEP 3: Spouse/Guest Information
Name _____________________________________________
Chapter ___________________________________________
Badge Name _______________________________________

___ Golf
(Cost to be determined)
*included in Convention Registration
5 Optional Subtotal
TOTAL DUE (Add 4 & 5)

___ Sweetheart ___ Past Sweetheart
Child(ren)’s Name(s) and age if attending

__________________________________________
__________________________________________

__________
__________
__________

Make checks payable to PDK Miss Alpha Chapter
Please Mail your Registration Form & Payment to:
Miss. Alpha Chapter
Phi Delta Kappa
P. O. Box 2006
Meridian, MS 39302

__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Forms may be emailed to: msalphapdk@gmail.com
Holiday Inn Meridian
100 N. Frontage Road
Meridian, MS 39301
Phone: 601-693-0160
Make your reservations directly with the hotel.
Group is Phi Delta Kappa Convention.
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Hotel Information

Rooms are $106.00 per night plus tax (9.5%) for King and
Double bed rooms.
Reservations must be made by June 19, 2017. Reservations
made after this date will be subject to availability and
prevailing rate.

PHI DELTA KAPPA FRATERNITY
111TH NATIONAL CONVENTION
Mississippi Alpha Chapter
Meridian, Mississippi
July 19th – 22nd 2017

PROGRAM ADVERTISING
Name _____________________________________________
Chapter ___________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________

Make checks payable to PDK Miss Alpha Chapter
Please Mail your Form & Payment to:
Miss. Alpha Chapter
Phi Delta Kappa
P. O. Box 2006
Meridian, MS 39302

City ________________________ State ___ Zip _________
Phone ________________________
Email ____________________________________

Forms may be emailed to: msalphapdk@gmail.com

ADVERTISING SIZES AND RATES

Full Page
$60.00

Half Page
$35.00

Third Page
$25.00

Quarter Page
$20.00

Bus. Card
$15.00

Check size:

Attach information you want in the advertisement. Unless you provide an exact copy of your ad, we will
design and fit in the desired sizing as best we can.
Mail form, information and check to address above. If possible, email the form and information to the email
address above.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ADS: JUNE 2, 2017
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Chapter Directory
(Initials “RA” indicate membership to the Phi Delta Kappa Relief Association)
(Number after chapter indicates year of installation)
(RA) Lambda (1907)
Peru, IN

Gamma Theta (1920)
Danville, IN

President: Mark Hall
(765)469-2758
Secretary: Stacey Smith (765)210-2343
Club Rooms:
71 W Third St., Peru, IN 46970
(765) 878-4350
Coordinator: Todd Gullett (765) 546-0900
Meetings: 1st & 3rd Monday 7:30 pm

President: Terry Bolton (317)710-1781
Secretary: Jim Bohler
(317)745-5727
Club Rooms:
802 Phi Delta Kappa Drive,
Danville, IN 46122
(317)745-9174
PNPs: Devin Reid
Coordinator: Todd Gullett (765) 546-0900
Meetings: 2nd and 4th Monday 7:00pm

(RA) Beta Beta (1911)
Wabash, IN
President: John Lehner
Secretary: John Lehner
Club Rooms:
242 S Huntington St, Wabash, IN 46992
Coordinator:
Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuedays 7 pm
Beta Eta (1912)
Winchester, IN
President:Brian Ozbun (765)546-2345
Secretary: Robert Horner (765)584-8074
Club Rooms:
847 N. Residence Street
(765)584-7461
PNPs: James Dodd, Scott Dull, Harold
Wall, Lloyd “Butch” Marshall, Craig Brutout, & Chris Parks
Coordinator: Doug Leach (317) 627-1495
(RA) Beta Nu (1913)
Kokomo, IN
President: Brandon Sumpter
(765)437-6338
Secretary: Bing Taylor
(765) 459-4909
Club Rooms:
2401 Saratoga, Kokomo, IN 46902
(765)454-0602
PNPs:Dave Holloway, Gregory Sumpter,
Jim Myers, Jon Handy, Brian Nelson.
Coordinator:
Meetings: Every Monday 7:00pm

Contact information for SEC
Officers can be found at
www.phideltakappa.org
simply choose
“National Officers”
from the website menu
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(RA) Alpha (1921)
Marion, IN
President: Gilbert Foudray (765)669-4574
Secretary: Earl Landrum (765)668-7070
PNP: Earl Landrum
Coordinator: Doug Leach (317)627-1495
Gamma Lambda(1922)
Michigan City, IN
President: Mark Klein
Secretary: Phil Freese
Club Rooms:
Mail to: PO BOX 455,
Michigan City, IN 46360 (219) 874-8573
PNP: James Grott
Coordinator:Greg Trombly(601)480-9244
Meetings: Every Monday 7:00pm
(RA) Delta Nu (1924)
Plymouth, IN
President: Joe Clinton
(574)936-5084
Secretary: Tom Black
(574)936-5898
Club Rooms:
300 W Harrison St
Mail to: PO Box 111
Plymouth, IN 46563
(574)936-2983
PNP: Don Terruso
Coordinator: Bruce Smith (765) 457-5749
Meetings: 2nd and 4th Monday 7:30 pm
Zeta Eta (1935)
(RA) LaPorte, IN
President: Allen Hutson (219) 898-7325
Secretary: Duane Fritzen (219)362-8217
Club Rooms:
McClung Rd,
Mail to: PO Box 135, LaPorte, IN 46350
(219)362-8217
PNP: Bernard Geisler
Coordinator: Bruce Smith (765) 860-0607
Meetings: 2nd and 4th Mon 7:30pm

Miss. Alpha (1936)
Meridian, MS.
President: Johnny King (601)553-8676
Secretary: Gary Jones
Club Rooms:
Mail to: PO Box 2006,
Meridian MS 39302
(601)483-9953
Coordinator: Ed Nault
(561) 969-2306
Meetings: 1st Wednesday 6:30pm
Ritual Meeting: 3rd Thursday 6:30pm
Relief Association Member
(RA)Florida Mu (1964)
Lake Worth, FL
President: Mike Slagle
(561)704-5636
Secretary: Jerry Johnson (561)683-1401
Club Rooms
5700 Brentwood Blvd, Lake Worth, FL
33467 			(561)969-6885
PO Box 541411, Lake Worth Fl 33454-1411
PNP’s: Sam Agresti
Coordinator: Ed Nault
(561) 969-2306
Meetings: Every Monday 8:00pm

(RA) Florida Nu (1971)
West Palm Beach, FL
President: Bill Davis (561)729-4072
Secretary: Ed Nault (561)968-6672
Club Rooms:
Mailing to: PO Box 5627
Lake Worth, FL 33466 (561)969-2306
PNPs: Lewis McKay, James Cressman, Earl
N. Hager, Keith “Stretch” Orr, Bill Davis.
Coordinator: Greg Trombly (601)4809244
Meetings: Every Wednesday 8:00pm
(RA) Florida Alpha Lambda (2000)
Tampa, FL
President: Shean Hylton (813) 917-1866
Secretary: Jimmy Meier (813) 309-0500
Club Rooms: 11301 Phi Delta Way,
Odessa, FL 33556-3474
(727)375-9732
PNPs: Richard Dakin, David Rieker, Tim
Musser, George Taylor.
Coordinator: Chris Linsinbigler

(561)371-9791

Meetings: 1st & 3rd Wednesday 7:30pm

