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NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Important Changes Can Make a Brighter Future for PDK
By: George Taylor, PDK National President
Hello again from the Land of Sunshine! I recently traveled to Meridian,
Mississippi for the Southern District weekend, followed by travel to
Michigan City, Indiana for the Northern District weekend. Both meetings
were very good and a lot of issues were discussed. The two main topics
debated were proposed changes to the National Constitution and the
future of communications between the national organization and the local
membership.
There will be several proposed changes to our National Constitution
discussed and voted on at the upcoming National Convention this coming July. These proposed changes
will be written up and sent to the National Secretary/Treasurer by June 1. They will each be sent out to
every chapter for them to discuss, and decide how their delegates will vote (yes or no) at convention. These
changes will likely vary from simply correcting “typos” and clarifying language to changes or deletions of
obsolete or unclear sections of the constitution. It is very important that members attend their local
chapter’s meetings between June 1 and mid-July so they can have input into those decisions.
The other main topic of discussion at the Northern & Southern District meetings was the future of
communication between the members and the National organization. Currently, the magazine is the main
avenue of communication. Up until earlier this year, it was only received by mail to the membership. With
the national officers having a deadline of the first of the month for their articles for publication in the
following month’s magazine, the information is usually at least five weeks old by the time it arrives in the
hands of the membership. However, now the magazine is available on the PDK National Website,
sometimes a week or two BEFORE the month begins, making the information much more current, and
therefore much more useful, to the membership.
This allows for more useful information to be put into the magazine. Upcoming socials and events can be
received in plenty of time for members to attend. Important issues and concerns can be discussed and
solved much more quickly. Members can now opt for email notification that the current magazine is
available online. They can then read it there without it having to be mailed. The benefit of going paperless
is two-fold. First, as I stated before, the information is about a month more current. Secondly, not having to
mail it to those members results in real savings on printing and postage costs. This may allow the national
organization to avoid per capita increases in the future.
To see the magazine online, go to www.phideltakappa.org, then click on the link that says National
Magazine. From there, you can choose to look at the current magazine or archived (past) issues. To go
paperless, where you will receive an email each month as soon as the magazine is posted online instead of
getting it mailed to you, please send an email to our Editor, Greg Sumpter at gksumpter@aol.com. The
more members that do this, the more money we save. So, let’s all do our part and “go green.” Until then,
I’ll see you next month. Hopefully online!
George Taylor
National President
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HEALTH
by Jon Handy
National Vice President

We have all
heard Benjamin Franklin’s
saying, "Early
to bed, early to
rise, makes a
man healthy,
wealthy, and
wise." It first
appeared in his
Poor Richards Almanac in the
mid-seventeen hundreds and is
still quoted today. We could all
live long, happy lives without
wisdom or wealth, but we could
not long abide with poor health.
This was driven home to me recently when I suffered a small
stroke.
It was just a tiny amount of
bleeding in the left side of my
brain and affecting my right side.
The effect was not earth shaking.
I staggered a little when I tried to
walk. I thought I was just a little
off balance because I was waking
up. But when I talked to Stevie, I
found that I was slurring my
words. These two symptoms,
together, told me that I was having, or just had a stroke.
The Kokomo hospital ran a CAT
scan and sent me by ambulance to
Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis which specializes in neurological problems. The neurologist ordered another CAT scan (I
guess they didn’t trust Kokomo
or else they needed the money)
and determined that I’d had a
stroke, but the bleeding had
stopped and the damage was
minimal. I should have a 100
percent recovery. I stayed two

nights at Methodist and the doctors decided that that they had
bled all the insurance money that
they could reasonably get from
my health insurance.
I am back home now and decided
that I didn’t lose enough of my
brain to prevent me from writing
the June article for Phi Delta
Kappa National Magazine. I am
getting a little therapy from the
nursing home where my mother
resides, from the same therapist
who treats my mom. This delights Mom, who is now 97 years
old.
This stroke was much less damaging that the one I had on New
Year’s Eve, 2002. The bleeding
was on the right side of my brain
and considerably more than this
time. The whole left side of my
body was paralyzed, and it took
months of therapy to overcome
my deficiencies. All the effects
did not completely disappear. I
still have a little numbness in my
left arm from the elbow to my
finger tips. Even so, I was fortunate. The neurologist at that time
told me I should have a 95 percent recovery, and I have recovered at least that much, though it
took a lot of long and arduous
therapy. I had to learn how to
walk and talk again, how to eat
and swallow, how write and otherwise use my hands to do simple
tasks. This proved rather humbling for a 5th Degree Karate
Black Belt who had won tournament trophies in Masters Division. The doctors told me it was
my excellent physical condition
before the stroke that allowed
them to forecast a 95 percent recovery. “Pride goeth before a
fall.”

This all serves to remind me how
tenuous life is and that we all tend
to take our health for granted.
When everything is going well it’s
easy to forget that we are aging
and are not immortal. We have to
keep the important things in mind
(love, faith, humility, service) and
not dwell on the negative. Life is
good – enjoy it while you are still
able. Help your brother when you
have opportunity, give generously
of your time and resources, and
walk with God. He wants the best
for you – and from you. Hug a
brother. Jon
JUNE
By Craig Brutout
National Master of Ceremonies
Well, the district meetings
are over and
now we look
forward to gathering in Tampa
for our National
Council meeting.
Thanks to Bill Eddy, President of
Gamma Theta, and Jeff Woolf,
President of Beta Eta, for their attendance and participation in this meeting. Your input was well thought out
and very well delivered.
It was also very good to see National
Vice President, Jon Handy, out and
about traveling again.
I hope you all enjoyed Part I of “The
Road to Bagdad” last month, and
now I invite you to the website
phideltakappa.org to enjoy part II.
Until next month, always looking
forward, Craig.
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By Brian Nelson
National Auditor
Howdy
brothers
and
sisters. Before I get
started, I
would like
to thank
Michigan
City for a good time at Northern
District. The food, the meeting,
the ladies luncheon (for Candie
they wouldn’t let me go), and
an overall good experience
made for a great weekend. The
only thing I did not like was my
lodging for Friday night. Now
this was not Michigan City’s
fault because they recommended other hotels but we
wanted to save some money so
we went with a bargain hotel.
We got exactly what we pay
for, a bad night and lousy service. Sometimes it is worth paying the extra to get the thing
that will make the overnight
experience better. This doesn’t
go for just a hotel, it goes for all
things in life. Sometimes a bargain is not a bargain and you
get what you pay for.
Now the same can be said about
our fraternity. You get what
you put into it. If you put a little
into it, you get a little out of it. I
have seen members join who do
not come to meetings or socials,
do not help with work details,
and do not interact at all with
anyone. They will get what they
put into it: nothing. Those who
go to meetings, help out, and
enjoy socializing get a lot more

out of it. Candie and I get a lot
out of the PDK because we put a
lot into it. We put a lot of time
going places meeting new people
making new friends and seeing
old ones. We got this way by
spending the time to travel to the
other chapters and putting the extra effort in and it’s paying off. At
the local level I put in the time to
help by being a local officer,
cleaning, going to meetings, and
fellowshipping with others. I wish
I had more time to spend there.
The reward is that I have brothers
that I will call my friends for the
rest of my life. I can rely on them,
and they accept me for who I am.
For those brothers who join but
put little in, they are truly missing
out on a greater experience.
I do not want to sound like I am
putting anyone down. I understand that things come up like
work, family issues, and that not
everyone has as much time as I
have to do and go to all of these
places. I just know if you can take
some time to put a little more into
PDK, I think you will get more
out of it. Well brothers and sisters
I have to leave now and hope to
see you in July for the convention. Hug a brother and kiss a sister. Brian Nelson
National Sgt. At Arms
By Sam Agresti
Hello
brothers
from sunny South
Florida. I want to
first of all thank
the brothers of
Miss. Alpha for
the fantastic weekend we had for our
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Southern District meeting in
April. I know it was a lot of hard
work and labor of brotherhood but
your chapter deservers a lot of kudos again.
I would like to announce that this summer at convention I will be running for the office
of National Auditor and would like
the support of all my PDK brothers. Being a National Officer has
been rewarding thus far, but I know
our Fraternity still has many goals
to accomplish. I hope this coming
year with our officers in place will
be ready for the task at hand.
This is the June article, so let me
reflect on a couple of things. First,
with a half of the year almost gone,
chapters should be well into their
agenda of activities, fundraisers,
weekly meetings and charitable
events as well as planning on a trip
to Tampa for convention. I’ve seen
a few chapters that have made big
increases in their membership so
that’s the best way to change your
club attitude around. You will see
some changes to our Constitution
discussed at convention so change
is another way chapters have a
chance to get the PDK word out to
the community. I believe we are a
hidden secret that needs to be talked
about. Finally this year we all need
to do our part first in our own chapter and then on the national level so
our incoming National President
John Handy will be ready to lead
PDK to a banner year.
Again, hope everyone is having a
great year and hope to see more
new faces at Tampa in July. I’m
proud to be a Phi Delt.
Sam Agresti
National Sgt. Of Arms
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By Chris Parks
National Outer Guard
Hello Brothers
and
Sweethearts! Spring
has sprung and
summer is almost upon us!
Spring is the
best time of the
year. The long winter is behind us
and nature starts anew, even with
old man winter reminding us on
occasion that he’s not gone but
just waiting for his turn again. The
robins have returned here in Indiana just in time to see the flowers
poke up thru the ground after their
long winter nap. The trees are full
of buds and the gardening and
landscaping begins a labor of
love. Planting, watering and cultivating and after many hours of
back breaking work you can sit
back and admire what you’ve accomplished with your dedication.
The only reward is a sense of
pride and self fulfillment.
As I look at the fraternity, it looks
like spring fever has struck! Many
of our chapters have brought in
new members and some are running membership drives and I believe they will be successful.
Phi Delts is a lot like gardening
it’s a labor of love and as in gardening it never ends. We must
constantly plant, water and cultivate the fraternity. We plant annuals and perennials. Unlike in gardening where we know the difference, we must treat them all as if
they are perennials. Plant the seed

of brotherhood and nurture their
growth for a strong root in the
fraternity. Annuals look nice,
but as all gardeners will tell
you, they have to be replaced
every year, where perennial will
be with you forever as long as
you take care of them.
Brotherhood and Fellowship are
the roots of our fraternity. The
stronger the root, the more we
grow. Unfortunately as in all
gardens we get weeds. A strong
root will take care of most
weeds on its own, but occasionally you have to reach down and
pull one out yourself. That’s
where leadership comes into
play.
As leaders on the national and
local levels, you are the caretakers of the root. You have been
entrusted by your peers to lead
them into the future, to strive to
be a better, stronger chapter.
The old saying “You can do
anything you put your mind to,”
is as true today as it was when
your parents told you that so
many years ago. As I sit here
writing this article today I remember what my mother use to
say and I guess it just makes
sense now these many years
later. “I can’t means I won’t.”
It’s nothing more than predetermined failure so why bother
trying. But that’s not the Phi
Delt way.
As leaders, we look for what we
can do and encourage others to
step up and participate. The
more brothers and sweethearts
participate the more feeling of
belonging to something special
and they’ll want to extend that
feeling to friends and family.

Remember Phi Delta Kappa is a
men’s fraternity with strong family
values and Phi Delts of the future are
running under our feet now. Whether
we realize it or not, we are teaching
new Phi Delts with our actions, so
please ensure your actions are what
you want our fraternity to be, for we
are the ones who made it that way.
As leaders we must ensure that we
are motivating and promoting brotherhood and fellowship and not allowing any actions or behavior that
is demoralizing or promotes hate and
discontent, as it is an infectious disease if not caught, it can run rampant through a chapter house and
damage, if not, kill the root. Strong
leaders see an issue arising and nip it
in the bud rather than let it grow into
ill feelings between brothers or the
fraternity. Like one big family we
can agree to disagree without the
drama.
On a personal note I would like to
take this opportunity to thank
Brother Tim Reynolds and all of
Mississippi Alpha for the warm welcome they extended to myself and
Jacki at the southern district meeting
along with all of the sweethearts
who took Jacki under their wing to
ensure that she had a wonderful
time. Again, thank you for standing
at the height of our most valued
principle “Promote Brotherhood and
Friendship” Tim my friend, you
more than succeeded! “How will my
actions today reflect on our fraternity tomorrow?”
Chris Parks
National Outer Guard

PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE
National Inner Guard
By Tim Reynolds
Hello from
the Heartl an d
of
Dixie.
I
would like
to thank all
my brothers
&
sisters
that came to
Southern District. I hope everyone enjoyed themselves, because
I know I sure did. We accomplished a lot of stuff. I am especially proud that we reinstated
Marion Alpha Chapter, because at
the fall Northern SEC, I was not a
happy camper when I left that
meeting. When you lose brothers
that is not good, even if you do
not know them personally. As
National Officers, we are to oversee and direct our chapters and
our brother's chapters this is why
we are in this position.
I would like to thank everyone
that helped during Southern District. I won't start naming names
because I would likely leave
someone out. I didn't think them
"Northern Guys" could out-party
them "Southern Guys" because us
"Southern Guys" know how to
part...tee!!!! but, you "Northern
Guys" gave us a run for our
money. It was a pleasure meeting
our Outer Guard Chris
Parks...hope for him the best in
the future. We had all National
Officers at Southern District except one and we missed you, Jon.
Hope you get back on the road to
recovery soon so you can be our
next National President. George,
I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for doing a great

job this past year and I look forward to working with you in the
future.
During these past two years as National Inner Guard, I learned more
about Phi Delta Kappa than I ever
knew. This knowledge helped me
bring new ideas back to our chapter. These ideas gave our members
a better understanding of what
PDK really stands for. As National Inner Guard I have enjoyed
being a member of the National
Officers and hope to serve ya'll
more in the years to come. In closing I hope to see all my brothers
and sisters at National Convention
July 21st through 25th. Hug a
brother and kiss a sweetheart on
the cheek. Tim Reynolds

Mississippi Alpha
By Jimmy Bateman
Greetings from the Magnolia state!
My name is Jimmy Bateman, I am
running for National Outer Guard.
Most of you do not know me, but I
became an officer of Phi Delta
Kappa Mississippi Alpha within six
months of my initiation. I am the
type of person who gives 100% to
everything I do. Through the years,
I have held several chairs and
worked with my local brothers at
Mississippi Alpha to improve our
chapter. Since joining Phi Delta
Kappa, I have learned a lot about its
history, brotherhood and service. I
feel this organization has a great
deal of potential for growth in
membership and community awareness. It is my wish to be a part of
this growth and help each chapter to
be the best it can be. If elected to
National Outer Guard, I promise to
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continue to give 100% to this
organization that I have come to
cherish. With this in mind, I ask
for your support to help me continue on my journey. PROUD
TO BE A PHI DELT! Sincerely,
Jimmy Bateman

Jeff Woolf - Beta Eta
Greetings Brothers and Sweethearts. I have decided to run for
the office of National Outer
Guard. With this article, I hope to
explain my reasons for this decision.
In recent years, I have become
very active in our chapter. I
served on the board of trustees for
a year, became a member of the
ritual team, work on many of the
social activities that have taken
place at our chapter, and been
chapter president for the last two
years. During that time, I have
also traveled to many of the other
chapters for their socials and attended several of the national
events.
I have become acquainted with
all the present national officers
and many of the PNPs. I have had
some lengthy discussions with
some of them and gained a perspective of their views on PDK,
where our fraternity has been and
where they think it is or should be
going. I have developed my own
ideas about the future of our fraternity. I believe the only way for
ideas to materialize is to take a
leadership role.
PDK has a very strong heritage.
We sit and discuss what has been
and how proud those members of
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old were to be known as Phi
Delts. I hope that I can do
enough to keep PDK growing,
that the second hundred years
will be as filled with good
memories as the first hundred
were. I know that to achieve
this, we as a fraternity cannot
rest on what was or become
mired and stagnant with archaic ideas. Our fraternity is
steeped in tradition; I do not
wish to change this. I do feel,
however, that we need to move
ahead and modernize. We have
made a few steps in this direction and I would like to help
keep us going.
Finally, I want you to know
that this is not a spur of the
moment decision. I have been
considering it for the last two
or three years and decided that
the right time is now. I am
ready for the fraternity if the
fraternity is ready for me.
Thank you. Very proud to be a
Phi Delt, Jeff Woolf

ΦΔΚ

Hello from Cracker Country
By David Reiker
Hello again from cracker country.
About 5 miles from our house is
the Tampa Downs Racetrack. And
not just horse racing, but gambling
of all kinds. So, for the second time
in my life, Mary and I visited the
track. I know very little about picking horses and neither does Mary.
Fact is, they don’t look like normal
horses to me anyway. So I abstained; however Mary visited the
booth where you buy the tickets for
betting and starts asking what to do
and finally settles on 4 or 5 races.
Well, we’re watching the first race
and when it’s completed, Mary
looks at me and said “I think a couple of the ones I picked came in
first. I better go check to see if I
won.” A few minutes later she
comes back to our seats waving a
wad of money that could “choke a
horse. ( No pun intended.) Well, to
make a long story short, Mary was
doing so well, by the third race
complete strangers around us were
asking Mary “who she’s betting on
for the next race.” And needless to
say, we left the race-track with
more money than we came with.
Hey, you might wonder if Mary
knows any of those Jockeys.????
Can you picture that??? Nah!!
You know, National Convention
is coming up in July. And wouldn’t
it be nice if everyone who can participate were to do so. No one person or even a handful can whistle a
symphony. It takes many players.
Brad Smurr and Tom Frazier, CoChairmen of the convention are
putting in many hours to make a

success of our 104th. Also, Brad
Petersen is sponsoring his annual
golf tournament with the help of
many of Brad’s dedicated employees, many of whom are club
members. This will support several worthy causes in the name of
Phi Delta Kappa. All these endeavors need sponsors and financial support.
And now for some fiction and
fact from the Phi Delt Almanac.
A panel of extremely intelligent
and irresistibly virile men were
needed to study the effects of
Trial and Error in everyday business. Hands down, all of us Phi
Delts qualified. Our conclusion
was. “No Endeavour is ever a
complete failure. The errors can
always be used as bad examples.”
So be well and full of he%$#.
Cracker Boy signing off. Dave
Rieker.
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EVENTS

Jun. 12 - 13 Relay for Life, Gamma Theta, Danville, IN
Jun. 26
Corn Hole & Carry-in, Gamma Theta, Danville, IN
Jul. 21 – 25 National Convention, Fla. Alpha-Lambda, Tampa, FL
Aug. 28
Family Day Cookout, Gamma Theta, Danville, IN
Standing Events
Every Friday, Dinner, Gamma Theta, Danville, IN
Every 2nd Friday, Bingo & Dinner, Florida Nu, West Palm Beach
Every 3rd Saturday, Dinner, Beta Nu, Kokomo, IN
Every 3rd Friday, Dinner, Bunko, Florida Mu, Lake Worth, FL
Every Last Friday, Blues Jam, Beta Nu, Kokomo, IN
We can only put it in the Coming Events if you let us know!! By letting
everyone know what is happening and when, it allows more members to
make plans to attend.

Phi Delta Kappa Convention Magazine Advertisement
104TH NATIONAL CONVENTION
JULY 21-25, 2010
FLORIDA ALPHA LAMBDA CHAPTER
ODESSA, FLORIDA
Mail to:
Brad Smurr
1902 Echo Pond Place
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543
Name
City
Phone
Email

Address
State
Zip

Select Desired size and attach a Business Card or other Camera Ready Printed Material, Text or Photo.
Make Checks Payable to PDK Florida Alpha Lambda Chapter
Deadline for Ad Submission is Wednesday, July 1, 2010
Business Card
Ad $12.00

¼ Page Ad
$20.00

½ Page Ad
$30

Full Page Ad
$50
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REGISTRATION

Member Name
Chapter
Address
Children (Names & Ages)
Email Address

104TH NATIONAL CONVENTION
JULY 21-25, 2010
FLORIDA ALPHA LAMBDA CHAPTER
ODESSA, FLORIDA
PNP ( )
Spouse’s Name
Phone
City
State
Adult Guest(s)

EVENT

AMOUNT PER PERSON

Member Registration

$125.00 (Member & Spouse)
$20 Additional if Postmarked after
June 22, 2010
$62.50 Each Single
$10 Additional if Postmarked after
June 22, 2010

Golf Outing
Friday 7/23

Please Indicate if Participating
Pay at Registration

Ladies Luncheon
Thursday 7/22

$25.00
Held at Marriott Residence Inn-Lobby Area

BAR-B-Q
Thursday 7/22

Included in Registration Fee
Guest $15.00
Held at Florida Alpha Lambda Chapter
House

President’s Ball
Friday 7/23

Included in Registration Fee
Guest $10.00
Held at Florida Alpha Lambda Chapter
House

Awards Banquet
Saturday 7/24

Included in Registration Fee
Guest $25.00
Held at Marriott Residence Inn
Manatee Ballroom

Please mail your Registration Form & Payment to:
Brad Smurr, 1902 Echo Pond Place, Wesley Chapel,
FL 33543

PNS ( )
Zip

NUMBER ATTENDING

TOTAL $

Price TBD

Grand Total $________________
Hotel: Residence Inn by Marriott
813-792-8400-Indicate PDK Convention
Make Checks Payable to PDK FL Alpha Lambda Chapter
Tampa Suncoast Parkway @ North Pointe Village
Additional Information, Contact Brad Smurr 813-973-7974 or 2101 Northpointe Parkway, Lutz, FL 33558
Tommy Frazier 727-255-9077 or Jim Bates 813-979-1656
Studio King/1 BDRM-$99
2BDRM/2Bath-$179

PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE

BETA NU
CHAPTER
Kokomo, Indiana
is Proud to Nominate and Support
Brother Jon Handy

For the office of
National President
Thank you
Florida Alpha Lambda Chapter
For Hosting the
104th National Convention
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PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE

BETA ETA
CHAPTER
Winchester, Indiana
is Proud to Nominate and Support
Brother Craig Brutout

For the office of
National Vice President
Thank you
Florida Alpha Lambda Chapter
For Hosting the
104th National Convention

PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE

BETA NU CHAPTER
KOKOMO, INDIANA
IS PROUD TO NOMINATE AND SUPPORT

BROTHER BRIAN NELSON
For The Office of

NATIONAL MASTER OF CEREMONIES
FLORIDA MU CHAPTER
LAKE WORTH, FLORIDA
IS PROUD TO NOMINATE AND SUPPORT

BROTHER SAM AGRESTI
For the office of
NATIONAL AUDITOR
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PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE

MISSISSIPPI ALPHA CHAPTER
MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI
IS PROUD TO NOMINATE AND SUPPORT

BROTHER TIM REYNOLDS
For The Office of

NATIONAL SERGEANT OF ARMS

MISSISSIPPI ALPHA CHAPTER
MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI
IS PROUD TO NOMINATE AND SUPPORT

BROTHER JIMMY BATEMAN
For

NATIONAL OFFICE

PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE

BETA ETA
CHAPTER
Winchester, Indiana
is Proud to Nominate and Support
Brother Chris Parks

For the office of
National Inner Guard
Thank you
Florida Alpha Lambda Chapter
For Hosting the
104th National Convention
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PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE

BETA ETA CHAPTER
WINCHESTER, INDIANA
IS PROUD TO NOMINATE AND SUPPORT

BROTHER JEFF WOOLF
FOR THE OFFICE OF

NATIONAL OUTER GUARD
THANK YOU
FLORIDA ALPHA LAMBDA
FOR HOSTING THE
104th NATIONAL CONVENTION
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