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National President’s Message

ello Brothers and Sweethearts!

ell, let me first thank Gamma Theta for another great hog roast! And
a special thanks to Doug and Jan Leach
for putting Jacki and I up for the night.
Friday night the weather was great! We
did get a little rain Saturday night but
it didn’t dampen the spirit one bit. Now,
I do have to apologize to Sara, Jacki,
and Jan for Friday night. You see, when
PNPs, National Officers and concerned
members get together and they have a
constitution, the may get sidetracked for
two or three hours. I bet Jacki never lets
me go to another Social event with my
briefcase again!

N

ovember is here so all the Chapter
houses should be loaded up with
activities. Its that time of year when we
show our communities what we stand
for, what Brotherhood truly is, and how
we work together for those less fortunate
in our communities. That through Brotherhood and Brotherly love, we help them
during the holiday season, to ensure that
they have a decent meal, that somebody
does care. As we sit down for our Thanksgiving dinner ask yourself “Have I done
all I can for my fellow man...Have I done
all I can for my Chapter?”

R

emember just paying my dues is
only keeping the lights on. We rely
on our fundraisers and socials to raise
funds to support our charities and scholarship programs. We rely on you! If you
are one of the many who hasn’t been to
a Chapter event recently we miss your
smiling face! Show up and tell the world
“I am Proud to be a PHI DELT!”

Chris Parks
chris.parks@phideltakappa.org
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The S.E.C. Speaks
VICE
PRESIDENT
Jeff Woolf
Beta Eta

jeff.woolf@phideltakappa.org

G
B

reetings Brothers and Sweethearts.

renda and I were fortunate to be
able to visit the Danville chapter for their annual hog roast this
year. They were graced with perfect weather this year and the event
came off without a hitch. We were
treated to good food and excellent
music on a weekend of fellowship
and brotherhood.

A

s always, the hospitality was
unequalled. PNP Devin and
PNS Deb Reid gave us a place to
lay our heads Friday night after the
‘cooking of the hog’ party. A breakfast buffet was a nice addition on
Saturday morning to get the day going. Thank you Danville for another
wonderful time.

N

ovember is the month for giving thanks. Not that you can’t
give thanks year round, but November is the traditional month for
being thankful. A short list of the
things I am thankful for would include my family first, my ability to
work and provide, and my many
friends.
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F

amily gives us reason. They are
MASTER OF
why we do most of what we
CEREMONIES
do. Good, bad or indifferent, famGreg Trombly
ily sways almost every decision we
Mississippi Alpha
make in one way or another. I have
been blessed with four daughters,
three of them became mine when
greg.trombly@phideltakappa.org
I married Brenda. From the four
of them, I am a grandfather eight
elcome to all my Brothers
times over. I love every minute of it
and Sisters from MS ALPHA,
and would give any one of them the
the
Hospitality
Chapter!
world were it mine to give. Grandchildren are the reward of raising
t’s getting to be my favorite time of
children.
year. November brings Thanksam thankful that I am able to work giving. I give thanks for all I have. I
and provide for my family. I have give thanks for my family, PDK and
been lucky enough to stay employed all my brothers and sisters. I give
through most of my adult life. There thanks to God for the bountiful year
are many who cannot say the same I have had.

W

I

and I feel for them.

L

asting friendships are rare and
hard to forge. I have been fortunate to have a good number of
friends. Through Phi Delta Kappa, I
have developed many strong bonds
with my brothers, both locally and
on the national level. I am thankful
to be able to travel and meet many
Phi Delts from our other chapters.
I have many memories that would
not have been were I not able to
have done this.

I

I
I

n August and September I made
a long trip to Florida. I had a
chance to visit all Florida PDK
Chapters.
I would like to thank
Brother Ed Nault for letting Melanie
and I stay with him on and off for
five days so that I could visit all the
Chapters in Florida. He is an ambassador of hospitality and a wealth of
knowledge. He not only made my
visit possible but enjoyable. Thanks
for the Brotherhood and the memories.

I

also Visited Geraldine Taylor
may not possess the riches of
who was in the hospital for Knee
wealth, but I have wealth of the
riches of life. May all of you enjoy surgery, she was doing well. Fl Nu
missed her very much because she is
the Thanksgiving season.
always at the chapterhouse helping
out. She is an asset to the PDK and
the woman’s auxiliary, God Bless
and a speedy recovery.

O

T

hey had an amazing Italian buffet with many items. Chapter
President of the Year Bruce Besack
and members put on a great time.
After many hours brothers started
to leave, they had a card table set up
but no one bothered to play, we all
sat around the big round table and
enjoyed the brotherhood for many
more hours. Brother Tim Musser
and the brothers sitting around the
table have been friends for over 30
n the 8th of September I re- years! Old times, old stories, found
turned to Fl Nu, I learned that memories and brotherhood are bettheir benefit was a Hugh success and ter than cards any day.
we planned a visit to FL MU’s meetn general on my visit to Florida
ing that night. We arrived shortly
chapters, I see memberships startbefore their meeting started at 8:00.
It also was well attended. Three Na- ing to rise because of Chapter activitional Officers and the current PNP ties. New members are saying they
Sam Agresti were also there. They never knew this place existed and
were busy with a hall rental, so they now are pleased with Phi Delta Kaphad to mow the grounds again; they pa and what it stands for. Keep up
have to mow every three days or so the good work!
just to keep up with it. They opened
got back to MS Alpha and home
and closed by ritual doing a fine job.
on the 11th of September. On the
Their membership is growing and
13th
of September I went to steak
Brotherhood is alive and well. We
enjoyed our time with our brothers night at PDK and Andrew and Duke
Bateman were cooking steaks. The
before heading back to FL NU.
best steaks in Mississippi! Rememn the 9th of September I left ber if it is to be, it is up to me. God
Brother Naults house and Bless America!
headed to Tampa Alpha Lambda to
attend their Brotherhood and DinSARGEANT
ner. Arrived at Alpha Lambda they
AT ARMS
had a good crowd there. Had much
Bruce Smith
brotherhood and got to see new
Beta Nu
things that have been added to the
museum.
n the 20th of August I visited
Fl Nu’s meeting it went well
and was well attended. They were
planning a big benefit for a cancer
patient on the 24th of August. Florida Nu is also funding some travel
money for their members for travel
to PDK events. Florida Nu now has
three National Officers, they plan to
spread brotherhood to all the chapters they can.

O

I
I

O

G

eorge Taylor is doing a great
job; he showed me many pictures he had on the museum computer that anyone can look at. 1000’s
of pictures not taking up any wall
space. His 21year old son Mike is
a pledge there and is getting to be
an expert on the history of the PDK!
Now that’s what I call team work!

bruce.smith@phideltakappa.org

Hard Work Ahead!

H

diana winter of 2013-2014.

S

pring and Summer seem to have
flown by in a hurry. I had many
activities and plans to accomplish
during the warm weather. I did get
most of them done but of course a few
did not.

A

knee injury slowed my roll on a
couple of projects at home that I
wanted to accomplish. If those projects would have really needed done I
would have figured out a way to complete them. Those of you that saw me
limping around on my bum knee at
National Convention can rest assured
that I am better now. I had to get
worse before I got better. I ended up
with some torn meniscus cartilage in
my knee. I had surgery the day after
Labor Day. I just finished my Physical Therapy on September 30th and I
am glad to say as of right now I am
95% recovered. Modern medicine
sure can do amazing things sometimes. I worked hard in PT and did
my exercises at home to speed up my
recovery. Wow, hard work paid off,
again. That seems to be true in most
of life’s endeavors.

I

know we have many brothers at
Beta Nu (and other Chapters) that
are putting in the hard work to make
or maintain the excellence that is Phi
Delta Kappa. Unfortunately many
times this hard work goes unnoticed.
That is sad, but most brothers don’t
do the hard work for the recognition
(although once in a while that sure is
nice) they do it because they believe
in the principles of the Fraternity and
have a deep love of the Fraternity.

ello brothers and sisters! I know
amma Theta had their annual
nobody in the North wants to
Hog Roast on the third weekread this but the seasons change and
life still progresses. It seems like just end of September. The amount of
a couple of months ago I was writing brothers and their Sweethearts that
and complaining about the harsh In- are required to make this event run

G
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smoothly does not go unnoticed
to me. I am pretty sure that many
hours of hard work and effort was
put forth to flawlessly pull off such
a great event.

S

arah and I missed the Saturday
night festivities due to a prior
commitment at Beta Nu. Not much
hard work went into this event and
it ended up being a bust. I do want
to thank PNP and Emir Jim Myers
for his help and dedication on this
event. I promise next year to keep
the third weekend of September
open for the Hog Roast.

R

emember to get your 20/20
tickets from any National Officer. Thank you for your support!
Until next time remember to tell
your loved ones every day that you
love them. Hug a brother and get
involved. Proud to be a Phi Delt!

in Danville. What a great time. All
the Brothers and their Sweethearts
pulling together and providing a
great week-end of Brotherhood and
Hospitality. I went up completely
unannounced,well almost.

I

got to the Gamma Theta Chapter
house Friday afternoon and was
accepted with open arms and true
Brotherhood. For that I’m very appreciative and humbled. Brother
Doug Leach, and his wife Jan invited me to stay at their home. It
was a full house as our National
President,Chris Parks and his wife
Jackie,National Sargent at Arms
Bruce Smith with his wife Sarah,and
PNP Craig Brutout were all staying with them. I accepted their offer and I am forever grateful to both
Doug and Jan. One big happy family
of traveling Phi Delts. Can you say
BROTHERHOOD?

I

n October we will all be back in
Winchester at the Beta Eta Chapter House for the Fall S.E.C. meeting. I would personally like to invite
every member in good standing to
attend. I think we are on the right
track and with having the meetings
open for discussions, we the members of your S.E.C. are getting good
feedback and input to any and all issues at hand. I’m not saying that we
could please everybody ,but we do
listen and try to make the Fraternity
better for everyone. It does take everybody working together. I know
that Chris Parks will have a lot on
the agenda. So let’s get to work.

O

n that note don’t forget to purchase your 20/20 tickets. Help
us help others and keep the ball rolling in the right direction. They are
available from all of your National
Officers and most Chapter Officers.
If you need any assistance you can
also want to thank PNP “Pappy contact me direct at 561-371-9791 I
AUDITOR
“ and his wife PNS Deb Reid for would be happy to assist in any way
Chris
also inviting me to stay with them at that I can. Thanks again.
Linsinbigler
their home along with National Vice
Florida Nu
President Jeff Woolf with his wife
INNER
Brenda. I appreciate the thoughtGUARD
fulness of their offer. It makes one
Ed Nault
chris.linsinbigler@phideltakappa.org
feel Honored. Thank You.Also
Florida Nu
while I was in Indiana I decided to
ello From the Flagship of
drive over to Winchester to visit the
the South! Here we are and
Brothers and Sweethearts of Beta
it’s November already, at least by
ed.nault@phideltakappa.org
Eta. I had the pleasure of watching
the time that you are reading this
the Colts game and enjoy the Brothmagazine it will be. Where does
ear Sweethearts and Brothers,
erhood.
the time go.? Seems like yesterFinally the long hot summer
day we were hanging by the pool
is behind us here in South Fla. Fall
hile I was there I was sadenjoying each others company and
weather is such a relief after all the
dened to hear of the passing
the south Florida sunshine. Now
heat and humidity of a six month
of Brother Rob Moland and Brother
we are getting ready for old man
long summer.
Lee
Sterling.
Losing
one
Brother
is
winter. Of course down here that
tough enough but two in one weekmeans getting our blue jeans and
ime to get the Hunting clothes
end.... My heart goes out to both of
long sleeves. Just sayin’!
out of the back of the closet
their families as well as the entire
and get ready to spend some time
Beta Eta Family. Lean on each other
ell, in September I finally got
in the woods.
and
with
God’s
help
we
will
endure.
the opportunity to experience the Gamma Theta Hog Roast

I

H

W

W
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I

t is also a time when some Chapters will be looking for new Officers for the upcoming year. Think
back Brothers to the commitments
we made when we were accepted
into this Fraternity, a promise to
help your Chapter and Promote
Brotherhood. Now is the time to do
it. It is always so much easier to sit
back and let that handful of Devoted
Brothers continue to take charge.

T

here comes a time Brothers
where you need to make a decision to be active. Remember hearing these words “There is much expected of you”. Phi Delta Kappa can
only survive with the help of ALL
BROTHERS.

N

o body is saying your attendance in chapter events is not
appreciated, but there is more to it
than just showing up and buying
a few cocktails, be vital in the way
things are done, be seen and heard.
It is man up time, with the Holidays
soon upon us there will be plenty to
do preparing for upcoming Socials
and new elections. To you Brothers
who have been around just a few
years, you have seen how things get
done, and everybody has an opinion on how to make things better, so
step up and help KEEP this Fraternity moving forward.

G

od bless you all and have a Safe
and Wonderful THANKSGIVING. Adios my friends!

IMPORTANT SEC
ANNOUNCEMENT:
NATIONAL HOTLINE

B

rothers in an attempt to fix the
National Hot Line we at the SEC
need your help.

A

s a fraternity of Brothers it is
imperative that our members
are kept informed on issues concerning our Brothers and their immediate families. As a proposed
remedy to the issue at hand, I am
asking each Chapter to assign one
or two Brothers to be responsible for
the duty to relay information to the
National Vice President on serious
injuries or deaths of our Brothers
and their immediate family.

T

he National Vice Presidents
email never changes, only the
Vice President does at which point
he simply logs in and changes the
forward to himself so anything sent
to him goes directly to his main
email account.

S

o I simply ask that if you’re not
already on the Hot Line mailing
list that you send an email to vice.
president@phideltakappa.org and
you will be added. If any of your
members wish to be included to the
list have them also send an email
and the Vice President will gladly
add them.
Your prompt attention to this matter will be greatly appreciated.

J

eff Woolf, National Vice President

PDK hits the social
media scene!
PDK grows by leaps and bounds
every year and one of the ways
to share the great news with the
world is through social media!
Sites like Facebook and Twitter
allow organizations to keep their
members connected and also
to share the great charity work
and fun times had at the chapter
house.
George Taylor has created a National PDK Facebook page and
you can find it at this link:
www.facebook.com/proudphidelt
Once there, just “Like” the page
and you will receive notifications
anytime something new is posted.

Calling all artists!!
With as fast as our PDK chapters
are growing, there must be some
hidden talent amongst all our new
(and old) members and sweethearts!!
If you are an artist at heart, a hobbyist, or just someone who likes to
create, we want to see your work!
We would like to feature artwork
done by our members, so show off
your talents!!
Send in your selections and a
piece will be chosen randomly to
feature on the cover of our monthly magazine. Send all submissions
to the editor at: ggtaylor@illinois.
edu
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Jim Myers, PNP
Wow, time is flying by! It is already
November and 2014 is almost history. November is a good time to look
at your taxes and find out you need
some tax deductions!
The Foundation is 501(c)(7) of the
Internal Revenue Code. You may
donate as little or as much as you
like to give the Foundation.
The National will give you Certificate for a one hundred dollars donation. If you donate a thousand dollars you will get award and become
a Son of Benevolence. The thousand
dollars does not have to be given n
one year.
Your name will added onto the Son
of Benevolence plaque located in
the Historical Room at Florida Alpha Lambda.
The Foundation money is used
for the benefit of the chapters and
scholarships. It pays the National
five hundred which help keep down
the per capita.
Chapters may borrow money for
improvements to the chapter house.
The interest made on the money is
used for scholarship. The principal
must be used for loans to chapters
or put in CDs. The principal may
not be spent.
May all my brothers and sisters have
safe and great holiday season. I am
proud to be a Phi Delt.
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Candie Nelson
2014 PDk
national
sweetheart

Robert “Stretch” Orr, PNP
Guess it’s been a while since I’ve
written. Good to see u all. A lot of
things have happened since then.

Fall is settling in. It is a beautiful
time of year!

Sorry I missed everyone at convention, but there were business problems at the camp I worked at
and I had to leave on the spot and
correct things there in Winslow,
Maine. The same camp I broke my
leg back in 2010 and it ended up
being a three month job, and I’m
going back again next year[cant
beat the money]. Got back late
Sept. and went right to work at the
job I left for the summer sabatical.

Brian and I went to the Danville
Hog Roast and had a great time. It is
always a great time in Danville. We
are planning on going to the SEC in
Winchester, Another great time to
be had for sure!

Congrats to all the new officers and
our sweethearts.Seems just like
a convention meeting at Fla. Nu
with all the black and red jackets
abound.

I look forward to traveling to the
rest of the chapters this year. Please
let me know when I can come.

In the last article I thank everyone
for allowing me this privilege. of being your sweetheart! I can’t say this
enough. I am truly proud to be a Phi
Delt wife!

Position Bids

B

Wanted to try to make it to fall
ids for the Position of Fraternity
SEC, be nice to see everyone
Secretary/Treasurer and Ediagain, but a couple of catering jobs tor of the National Magazine are
popped up and I couldn’t turn them now being accepted. Each year the
down.
National Board of Trustee’s accepts
bids for these positions.
Anyone who wants to spend
some time in upstate Maine next
ids will be accepted effectivesummer give me a shout, I got my
now through December 1,2014.
own cabin there.
Resume should include previous experience, facilities for intended use
I’ll try to get some time off to go to and time you have available for the
national convention this year, it’s
position.
been way too long since I’ve attended and I miss everyone.
lease send to:
Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity
As always Hug A Brother and
Chairman Board of Trustees
Sweetheart. Remember,
PNP Devin Reid
Character matters and leadership
501 Apple Street
descends from character.
Danville, IN. 46122

B

P

