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PDK Membership
by Chapter
(as of October 1, 2016)

Gamma Theta			151
Beta Nu			
46
Florida Mu			
14
Zeta Eta			
28
Alpha			
11
Mississippi Alpha		
128
Gamma Lambda		
103
Lambda			 47
Delta Nu			
39
Florida Alpha-Lambda
43
Beta Beta			
9
Florida Nu			
55
Beta Eta			244

Notice from
Jim Byrd

Chairman
National Board of Trustees

PDK National Charity
At our past national convention, we selected St. Jude’s
Childrens Hospital as our National Charity. Beta Eta
made an initial contribution to the Phi Delta Kappa
Foundation in support of this national endeavor.
At our meeting of October 18, we voted to set up a
canister at the bar for members to make a donation
toward this project. We further voted that the Chapter would match whatever the brotherhood donated
each month.
We are very proud to say that in the next 13 days of
October we collected $55.00 and will be presenting to
the Foundation a check for $110. This took very little
effort to generate these funds for a great charity. Beta
Eta wishes to challenge every chapter in the fraternity
to exceed our contribution each month.
Jim Byrd
Beta Eta
Chairman National Board of Trustees

TOTAL			918

Circle of Excellence
Award
Circle of Excellence Award applications
should now be submitted to:

Ed Nault
National Sergeant at Arms
4291 Wilkinson Drive
Lake Worth, FL 33466
ednault@phideltakappa.org
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elcome from Mississippi Alpha The Hospitality Chapter - Welcome to all my Brothers
and Sisters!

I

would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year! Please support Toys for
Tots an Angel Tree or some other worthy event for
children in need in your community. Food drives
are something every chapter can do for their local
food bank. Remember Jesus is the reason for the
Season!

D

ecembers Celebration brings Christmas Day,
New Years Eve this means quite a bit of celebrations for us has Phi Delts! There will be Christmas parties, New Year’s parties and other events
that bring our Brotherhood closer together. Please
drive responsibly!

T

he Fall SEC was held at Mississippi Alpha on the
21st and 22nd of October it was well attended.
The ladies put on quite a feast for our guests that
will be remembered for a long time! Todd Gullet
was the only officer that could not make it. You got
to make hay when the sun shines. He was missed or
was it Christina. Chris Linsinbigler started a new
job and drove here one day made the meeting and
drove back the next day, talk about a quick trip,
thank you for the effort!

O

ur National Sweetheart attended with a PNP
at her side, her smile lit up the room! Doug
leach handed in an updated historical book and
guide. It reminded me of a quote he mentioned
once. “Ability is what you’re capable of doing. Motivation determines how well you do it, Thank you
brother for a job well done.

homecoming being held Sunday Nov 13th at FL/
NU to promote growth in the Fraternity! I will
also visit all the Florida chapters for brotherhood.

I

I

B

A

had the honor of a full house, Ed Nault and Chip
of Florida Nu stayed with me. Ed had to give up
his suite for our National Sweetheart Jacki and
PNP Chris Parks, It was a great weekend.
rother Brutout showed dedication making SEC
his honeymoon adventure. Congratulations to
Mrs. Brutout and welcome to our PDK family!

I

n other news the Cubs won a world series! No
more maybe next year, patience pays off. I attended the Hog roast in Danville at Gamma Theta
it was Great the brotherhood exemplified the true
spirit of our fraternity. It just gets bigger and better every year! I hope to attend the Hug a brother

National President’s Message

W

f you have an event you would like me to attend
please let me know and I will show up in my red
suit to show you that we have a National organization on which we represent all chapters, making
sure the SEC is responsive to their needs and that
we are here to help in any way!
lways working for the betterment of our great
Fraternity! Remember If it is to be, it is up to
me. God Bless America!

Greg Trombly MS Alpha
president@phideltakappa.org
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The S.E.C. Speaks
National Master of Ceremonies

masterofceremonies@phideltakappa.org

Bruce Smith
108 Years of Waiting is Over
Hello brothers and sweethearts!
Yes indeed you have one very happy Cub fan right here! The
old “Wait until next year” battle cry is no more. Wire to wire
the best team in baseball this season won the World Championship. Our house and my children are ecstatic. The whole
playoff process was up and down. Being shutout several times
only to rise up and do what they have done all season is a testament to their perseverance. Thank you Cubs for the thrill ride
and the huge smile on my face.
This whole Cubs experience got me to thinking how sometimes our Fraternity as a whole or a Chapter or two is on
the brink of elimination only to rise like the Phoenix bird to
survive and thrive. This is normally accomplished by putting
a game plan in place and executing that plan to perfection.
Sometimes along the way adjustments, or better yet improvements, are made to achieve the goal more efficiently or quickly. The one thing about a winner is that they never quit. Yep
the old cliché holds true, Winners Never Quit!
I see in our Fraternity that we are at risk of losing several Chapters over the next decade or so. There are no magic answers
or formula to keep that from happening. Many good brothers
have tried with their heart and souls to save their Chapters.
Those Chapters that are thriving are made up of many younger, energetic, caring brothers wanting to carry on the Phi Delta
Kappa way of life.
The biggest shot in the arm I have seen to a Chapter is to get
the brothers involved in charitable endeavors. Not only does
this help the community it also strengthens the brotherhood
at the local Chapter House. Friendly cooking competitions are
also a great way to generate brotherhood and some cash for
the local chapter. Things are being done out there in Phi Delta
Kappa land to strengthen the Fraternity. Come join the action
and see what YOU CAN DO to help your chapter.
The SEC meeting in Meridian was a very good time. We had
a nice meeting covering all the usual suspects and hearing reports on the state of the Fraternity. The Hotline needs fixed.
There are many ideas on how to do this, not one was chosen.
The amount of responses about how you want this magazine
that have got back to Secretary Craig Brutout is much lower
than we anticipated especially since this has been a hot button
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topic for YEARS! This to me states that many don’t care
or even read this magazine or we have a bunch of procrastinators. Hopefully it is the latter and not the former.
The hospitality at Mississippi Alpha was beyond wonderful. The food and its preparation were spot on. Thank
you brothers and sweethearts for all that you did to make
us all feel right at home.
If you have graded a ritual please get them to me as soon
as you get them completed. Thank you PNP and Emir
Butch Marshall for the first one.
Until next time remember to tell your loved ones every
day that you love them. Hug a brother and get involved.
Proud to be a Phi Delta Kappa!

Bruce Smith

National Auditor

auditor@phideltakappa.org
Ed Nault

National Sergeant at Arms

sergeantatarms@phideltakappa.org
Todd Gullett

Dear Sweethearts and Brothers,

Hello Brothers and Sisters,

Hoping everyone had a fine Thanksgiving Holiday, and
are getting all your preparations together for the Christmas and New Year’s celebrations!

First, Prayers and thoughts for all the Brothers and
families down South that are going to be affected by
Hurricane Matthew.

Thank goodness the elections are now history and may
this Nation have the blessing of God upon it. I’m sure
we are going to need it. May our new President start
looking out for the working class that keeps this country going, honor our veterans and seniors, better educate our children and put an end to the government
waste and greed … my Christmas wishlist! I was once
told you will never see a poor politician, and sadly it
is always at the expense of the people who so love the
U.S.A. Enough on that!

We were able to take 8 of us, on the Colts Bus, to Danville’s Hog Roast. I would like to thank Gamma Theta
for the great food, drinks, and Hospitality! The Pig on
the Stick was awesome along with the pulled pork and
all the sides. The cooks and everyone that helped them
done a awesome job. Beta Eta ended up with 26 Brothers and Sisters in attendance. From what I hear it was
one of the biggest bar sales that they have had. Imagine
That!! :-) We finished the night rocking with The Blue
River Band.

This is a great time of the year to be a Phi Delt. I know
of several Chapters that honor the Christmas Holiday
by hosting toy drives for the less fortunate of their communities. Proud to say that FL/NU already has plans for
several events to do so. Our Chapter Christmas Party
will be held on Dec. 3rd. This is an open invitation to all
to come share the Brotherhood and cheer of the season
with us.

Beta Eta had one of our biggest fundraisers this past
month. Our annual Ham and Bacon drawing took
place on October 8th. Our National President, Greg
Trombley, won 8lbs of bacon that he donated back
to our monthly Scholarship Breakfast. Congrats and
thanks Brother! All the money that is raised goes to
our Children’s Fund. I would like to thank Brother
Brandon Bales for heading up this Fundraiser. Thanks
to everyone that set up the booth, sold tickets, and tore
down at the Mardi Gras. And a special thank you to
Brother Jed Norton for dressing up in the Pig outfit! It
was a big hit with the kids.

I am leaving tomorrow for the SEC meeting in Meridian, Mississippi, with Brother Chip Reeder. Looking
forward to seeing my fellow officers and all who plan
to attend. Mississippi always opens up their hearts and
arms to visitors. Will probably see some of the coolest
temperatures this South Florida guy has seen in quite a
while - I’ll be prepared!
Our National Officers will have 20/20 tickets for sale.
Your participation is always appreciated. Early bird
drawings of $50 and $20 will take place in December
and in January. Remaining weekly drawings begin in
March through Convention where $100, $300 and $599
drawings will take place.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to All!

Adios ,
Ed Nault

Beta Eta will be having our Children Halloween Party
on October 28th and the Adult Party on Saturday the
29th.
I look forward to traveling to Mississippi for Fall SEC
and spending the weekend with our Brothers and Sisters in the South!

Visit your local Chapter,
Todd Gullett
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National Inner Guard

innerguard@phideltakappa.org

National
Outer
Guard
outerguard@phideltakappa.org

Doug Leach

Butch Rhonemus

Summer and Fall are already gone. Seems like yesterday we
were complaining about the heat in Winchester during the
Convention.
Up North we are preparing ourselves for the winter months
to follow, and believe me, they can be really hard! Be we survive as always, and look for the warmer months of March &
April when the snow melts and things start to turn green.
This is where we choose to live so we accept the weather as
it is.
It’s kind of like our Fraternity, we know what lies ahead,
what Social events, meetings, initiations, parties are coming
up and we should be prepared to help out and make sure
that they are a success. Don’t rely on someone else doing the
work, step up and make a contribution to your Chapter.
Like most Chapters, it is the same members doing all the
work and others taking advantage of their good work. When
you joined your Fraternity, you took an oath and obligation
that you would be a good member within the Chapter.
Some of you are not pulling the load, if the bar is open, the
beer is cold, then life is good. There are members that have
put in many years of work and they deserve the right to be
those kind of members, but too many of you are not in their
shoes. The strength of a Chapter is not how many members
you have, it’s the quality of your members. Get involved!
Let’s all be grateful for what we have and let us remember
that we are a Family, and if needed, would always lend a
helping hand to help someone out. I hope each one of you
have a very Merry Christmas and enjoy the fellowship with
family and friends.
Merry Christmas to all and to all a Great Fraternal year!

Doug Leach

Greetings Phi Delta Kappa Brothers and Sweethearts,
In October I made my first trip to Mississippi Alpha for Fall
SEC. On the way from Indiana to Mississippi the wife and I
stopped in Frankfort Kentucky to take a tour of the Buffalo
Trace Bourbon Distillery.
Buffalo Trace is the oldest continuously-operating distillery
in the United States and it sits on an ancient buffalo crossing
on the banks of the Kentucky River. During the tour we observed the barrels of bourbon being aged and then made our
way to watch the bottling of their Eagle Rare Bourbon and
their Bourbon Cream. The highlight of the tour was the taste
testing at the end. We were able to choose samples from a
selection of their bourbons and vodkas and had the Bourbon Cream for dessert along with their Bourbon Candy. The
kids are going to be excited to each receive a bottle of the
Bourbon Cream for Christmas!!!!
From Kentucky we drove on down to Nashville where we
enjoyed some BBQ before stopping for the night. The next
morning we set out for Mississippi. We decided to stop for
breakfast at Cracker Barrel where we were happy to see the
Reid’s and Leach’s from Danville, also on their way to Mississippi!!!!
In Mississippi we were treated to a true Southern Dinner
at the Chapter House on Friday evening. There was fried
chicken and ham and more sides than you could count
along with a multitude of desserts. Was nice to see National
President Trombly and Walter and to meet Walter’s wife and
Mississippi Alpha Chapter President Johnny King. Johnny
was presented with his Chapter President of the Year jacket
by Craig Brutout.
Saturday morning breakfast was served before the SEC
meeting. I was nervous to attend my first meeting, but Doug
Leach was a big help to me. Saturday evening Mississippi Alpha fixed ribeye steaks that were outstanding. The hospitality was wonderful and it was great to finally be able to meet
everyone there and I want to thank everyone for making us
feel welcome.
I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season and enjoys
time with their family and friends!!!
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Butch Rhonemus

ACTIVISM and PARTICIPATION
Tom Ferales

Hello Brothers & Sweethearts,

Hello Brothers, it’s the time of the year when most
chapters start ramping up activities with the Hollidays
and end of year in mind. Along with these activities
and festivities comes the opportunity for Brothers,
OLD and NEW to take the initiative and step forward
and offer their help with regards to the activities.

I am fairly new to the ΦΔΚ family. But in that short year,
I have had the honor and pleasure to meet many new
friends. Friends that have inspired me to be a better man.
Friends that encourage me to be more than I ever thought
possible. Friends that have shown me what true brotherly
love is all about. So if I struggle with remembering all the
names, you have my eternal thanks.

Old and new,young and old, ALL of Us have unique
gifts and talents which is why WE were voted in as a
PHI DELTA KAPPA. For the new Chapter members it
means taking the opportunity to show your leadership
qualities or other hidden talents that can serve your
Chapters.

Major kudos to Beta Eta chapter. My sweetheart and I decided to take the scenic route home from our long overdue honeymoon in Put-In Bay last June. 23 years... better
late than never. The chapter tour was great, the drinks were
awesome. I was very pleased to show not all Bet Nu’s are
coke suckers! ;)

lf you are a new member, this is our time to come forward and shine with our unique abilities,gifts, talents
and strengths. It means taking the time to speak with
the Brothers that have been around for a while and
asking how you can participate in the upcoming activities. Pick their brains about the origins and history of
your Chapters activities and who is involved and how
it benefits a certain Charity or person.

I want to give a very special thanks to two particular brothers; Bruce Smith & Jim Myers. My brother-in-law recently
got re-married. These two fine gentlemen both had grand
kids at home, but took a good part of their day volunteering their time to make his wedding reception at Beta Nu
a special moment. So from my heart of hearts, THANK
YOU.

As new members we should take the time to learn and
if possible and given the opportunity partake in the
Ceremonies. Don’t be shy, volunteer, particpate and
get involved. Regardless of whatyou do,take pride in
the responsibility that is assigned to you. lf it’s taking
out the garbage GREAT deaning GREAT, Chairing a
Committee GREAT, giving a ride to a fellow brother
GREAT whatever it is GREAT.
Older and established members, this is the time to
you to shine also. Allow the new members to use their
strengths and abilities for the good of the Chapter.
Sometimes We the new members really don’t have a
clue how to do certain things, well, please show us by
mentoring,teaching and including US in these activities.
Many of our Elder brothers have been doing these
activities for YEARS and some might want to take a
lesser role or take a break, YOU DESERVE it. Allow
us to shine.

I am stressed with the fraternity, however. Charity is our
blood. Love and faith is the heart that beats that blood.
Membership is the body. Three crucial parts of our brotherhood that are dependent upon each other. When one is
not healthy, the others are affected. Plain and simple, our
body needs enrichment. It’s not dead, but is really ill. We
have gone from chapters in 48 states to 3... just 3.
With that said, I encourage all my Phi Del Brothers to keep
that in mind the next time you converse with your true
friends. If they are Phi Del material, it will be apparent to
you. Extend an offer for them to become members, EVEN
if they are lower income. That can be provided with a simple social event. In a world of so much darkness towards
one other, we can shine our light and make our communities and the world a more loving place.
Proud to be a Phi Delt,
Troy Sparks
Beta Eta
Chapter Inner Guard

Together and united, onward and forward to the benefit of PHI DELTA KAPPA.
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Corner

Hello PDK,

Jacki Parks
2016
PDK
national
sweetheart

For those of you who missed the Hog Roast at Danville you missed an awesome time.
The food and friendship was great too ! I was glad to see the Winchester bus there with
no empty seats. It’s so nice to see people from other chapter houses there joining in all
the fun. Went to the Swamp fest this year at FL. Nu. It was my time to go to this event
and it was a very good time and they had all kinds of different foods for you to try. The
entertainment was great. I have seen them before and I will never get tired of them.
They can sing just about any song you request.
My next stop is Mississippi for southern district. I always going there because on saturday night they have steak night and it is probably one of the best steaks I have ever had
and the people there make you feel at home. For those of you from Tampa give me a
shout out on when your steak and corn night is going to be. I went last year and had a
great time and I would like to come again this year.
Your Sweetheart
Jacki

PDK Chapter Happenings!
New location for the Southern State Meeting (previously River Ranch) Hosted by Phi Delta Kappa Florida Mu
February 17 & 18, 2017
MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18TH, STARTING AT 9:00 AM
Seralago Hotel and Suites
5678 Irlo Bronson Memorial Highway
Kissimmee, Florida 34746
For Reservations: 1-800-366-5437 and ask for Phi Delta Kappa Retreat 2017
MUST MAKE RESERVATIONS BY JANUARY 17, 2017
Group room rates:
			
			
			

$47.00 Standard Room (2 Full Size beds)
$52.00 Pool Side (2 Queen beds)
$66.00 Two Room Suite
Rates will apply if you like to come a day or so earlier or stay later.

All rooms have small refrigerators and microwaves.			
Pet friendly rooms available						

On-site restaurant, food court and lounge
2 heated pools open until midnight.

Hotel is located within walking distance of Old Towne, and there are shuttles to other attractions such as Walt Disney
World, Universal and Sea World.
Golf Courses:
		

Falcons Fire Golf Club (407) 239-5445 (1/2 mile from hotel)
Celebration Golf Club (407) 466-4653
IF CAN BE OF ANY HELP CALL MIKE PRESIDENT OF FL MU 561-704-5636.
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